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Mission: The Jewish Community Alliance (JCA) strengthens Jewish life, 
serves as a common meeting ground, and enhances the quality of life 
for the entire community. 

Vision: Our vision is to provide the place in the tradition of our heritage 
where all people come together throughout their lives to enhance body, 
mind and spirit in an environment of fun, harmony and friendship.
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Perseverance, intentionality, and distinction. In serving our JCA’s mission, we are 
so proud to uphold the vision of our founders by offering the greater Jacksonville 
community a place where they can learn, engage, grow, and always feel safe while 
doing so. 

Our programs are intentional, tailored-made, and designed by incredible staff 
members who do all they can daily to support every person who comes here. From 
our unique Jewish learning and family experiences, and youth sports leagues, to the 
carefully planned curriculum utilized by the magnificent teachers in our Michele 
Block Gan Yeladim Preschool & Kindergarten; we strive to always provide a space in 
Jacksonville that nourishes Jewish learning and values for every generation.  

As we plan updates and renovations to our campus so the JCA will remain a 
premiere destination; we are truly humbled by the response to our ambitious 
capital campaign, Building Our Future Together. The successes of our capital 
campaign will be used to improve, upgrade, and redefine our beautiful campus. 
These efforts will only allow us to better support families who rely on the 
services we provide. We look forward to sharing more details about our 
planned upgrades with the community in the months ahead.   

It is the generosity of our donors and their substantial gifts that we 
can ensure a remarkable future for our community. Everything we 
do at the JCA is designed to unify our community to help us all 
persevere toward a better tomorrow. Thank you for giving us 
the means to uphold the vision that our founders intended.

CEO and Board Chair

Adam Chaskin
CEO

Sam Stromberg
Board Chair

 Message
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Finances
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Program 
Revenues: 
$4,725,931

Grants and 
Donations: 
$2,739,823*

Membership: 
$1,120,264

Other:
$498,865

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

*Includes government-issued 
Covid assistance
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We are proud to allocate financial assistance to those in need 
because we know these funds allow families a way to remain 
financially stable within their unique household budgets while they 
enjoy all we have to offer our community.  

 “We make it a priority to always ensure that the families who want to come 
here can do so, regardless of finances. We have so many programs available 
for every generation in our community as well as a plethora of ways we can 
offer support so they can reap the benefits of our JCA.” 

– Chris Turner, Membership Director 

Financial Assistance and  Support

After School 
Support 

Membership
Dues 

Summer Camp 
Scholarships

Athletic 
Funding  

Early Childhood 
Tuition Assistance 
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It was as if we time-traveled to attend our JCA’s annual 
fundraiser. As guests arrived, they were greeted by classic 
cars of the era and were given the secret password to enter 
our back-alley speakeasy, “it was always the JCA.” 

Attendees danced the night away to the hits of the 1920s 
by the American Sirens, enjoyed hand-crafted cocktails 
sponsored by Manifest Distilling, and noshed the culinary 
delights created by Chef’s Garden Catering & Events.

In the end, we raised more than $244,000 to support 
individuals and families in our community with 
scholarships for memberships and programming – and it 
is still quite a thrill to call our Jazz-Age party of the year, a 
roaring success!  

Our sincerest thanks to event chairs Sunny Gettinger and 
Trey Csar, and their incredible committee members, who 
made our roaring affair an evening of fundraising we will 
never forget. 

Roaring           
   Affair

aThe Great Jaxby
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We believe the partnerships we form throughout our Northeast 
Florida community and beyond are what allow us to learn from 
one another in order to create a better tomorrow. Through shared 
stories, music, experiences, and sometimes the creepiest of 
crawlers - our community partners visit the JCA campus to share 
their experiences, knowledge and talents with children. 

Early ChildhoodPartnerships

Cummer Museum of 
Art and Gardens

Museum of Science 
and History

Higher 
Education

North Florida School 
of Special Education

Jacksonville 
Symphony

Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens
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Special 
   Education

North Florida School of

With a vision to always remain reflective, responsive, compassionate 
and research-driven while grounded in Jewish values and the image 
of every child, our JCA’s Michele Block Gan Yeladim Preschool & 
Kindergarten focused on strengthening relationships and connections 
with schools and universities to set multiple partnerships into motion.  

To inspire both educators and students alike, our collaboration with 
North Florida School of Special Education allowed our children to 
learn from one another, while our educators immersed themselves in 
the skills and knowledge needed to provide inclusive education and 
care to children of all abilities. 

In the 2022-23 school year, our Kindergarten students started 
exploring the North Florida School of Special Education through 
regular visits to the campus garden and Berry Good Farms. With 
hands–on experiences at each visit, our Kindergarten class at Michele 
Block Gan Yeladim learned the benefits of gardening, the importance 
of managing a farm, and enjoyed the results of their lessons with new 
friends by making pizzas with the produce they grew throughout the 
school year. 

This valuable partnership taught our students and educators how 
to create more inclusive and welcoming environments in our own 
school. The lessons we learned at North Florida School of Special 
Education help us to better care for and educate the youngest 
members of our community. 
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Through pottery, drawing, knitting and so much more, we offer our community 
a variety of classes to expand their skills and knowledge of the arts. From the 
world-renowned young concert artists who visit us during the annual Berman 
Family JCA Concert Series, the ever-changing display of captivating local art in the 
Vandroff Art Gallery, to the talent that takes the Cohen Stage in the Bessie Setzer 
Frisch Auditorium in our theatre programs. We believe the arts are an avenue that 
engages, shares our culture, and inspires our neighbors. 

Cultural Arts

Art Classes

The Vandroff 
Art Gallery

Magic Wardrobe Theatre 
and Performing Arts for 

Children

The Jacksonville 
Jewish Cultural Arts 

Festival

Berman Family JCA 
Concert Series
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Our beloved celebration of Jewish art, film and literature, 
celebrated 27 years of success in 2022. From the fantastic 
authors who joined us in Jacksonville from all over the 
world to a singing cowboy from Texas with a Jewish soul, 
our community was delighted, fascinated, and brought to 
tears by our lineup of events at the JCA Cultural Arts Festival 
in 2022.

More than 800 people joined us in the first three weeks of 
November for our free community-wide cultural arts festival 
events. Thanks to the immense generosity of our donors, 
we can share this programming with our community at no 
cost. We believe the cultural arts are an avenue to share 
our Jewish values while we educate the community on the 
most important issues and are so grateful to our donors 
who recognize the importance of this yearly programming 
at the JCA.

Festival
The Jacksonville Jewish 

Cultural Arts
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As our founders envisioned, our JCA provides the place in the 
tradition of our heritage where all people can come together to 
enhance mind, body and spirit. 

Jewish Education

Chanukkah 
Festivities

Shabbat in 
the Lobby

Sukkot 
Celebration

Hebrew and Yiddish 
classes

Passover Seder 
for JCA Staff
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Each year when we light the giant chanukkiah in our JCA parking 
lot, we are celebrating two things; the miracle of when a day’s 
worth of oil burned for eight and when a small group of Jews, led 
by Judah Maccabee, were victorious against the Syrian-Greek Army.

We are incredibly proud to share a variety of free Jewish 
programming with our entire community. As we provide the place 
in the tradition of our heritage where all people come together 
throughout their lives, welcoming hundreds of individuals to the 
JCA campus during our Chanukkah Extravaganza is one of our 
favorite traditions.  

From our staff members’ festive door decorations to the incredible 
homemade menorahs entered in our annual contest - when we 
gather in song and prayer, we share in the importance of Jewish 
community, togetherness, and tradition.

Festivities
Chanukkah



14	 I   Jewish Community Alliance

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

2,451 
Member 

Households 

21,468
Personal Training 

Sessions

1,200
Hot Dogs Grilled at 

Summer Family Fun Days 

104
Free Community

Programs 

1,202 
Loaves of 

Challah Sold 

Numbers
By The
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Our journey to raise the funding that will enhance the features and offerings at our 
beloved JCA began in the summer of 2022. To date, the progress of the Building Our 
Future Together campaign promises a bright future, ensuring that our JCA will remain 
an integral place in Jacksonville for many years to come.

With an increase in square footage, renovated locker rooms, an indoor pool parent 
viewing area, a splash pad, pickleball courts and so much more – L’dor V’dor, the 
changes we are making now will positively impact our community from generation 
to generation.  

More details about our construction plans will be announced in 2024! We are so 
grateful to our campaign donors for recognizing the value of the JCA and what our 
campus means to the community. 

Together
Building 

Our Future
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It is with immense gratitude that I give my thanks to our donors. Past, present, and future, hundreds of you 
support the services our Jewish Community Alliance provides to the community. 

It is because of donor generosity that our agency was built from nothing but a dirt lot. As we look toward 
the future, our long-time donors remain and many new JCA supporters are helping us to serve our mission 
and the people of Jacksonville while we continue to thrive in our beautiful city. 

On a more personal note, I recognize how fortunate my children are to attend Michele Block Gan Yeladim 
Preschool & Kindergarten, just as I did when I was their age. I am honored to be raising my family with the 
same Jewish traditions and values, knowing that none of this would be possible without donors like you.

Looking toward our bright future with a grateful heart, 

Kendall Sisisky Valliere
Development Director 

•	B’nai Tzedek Next Generation Philanthropic Fund
•	Community Foundation of New Jersey
•	CSX Transportation, Inc
•	Early Learning Coalition of Duval County
•	Ecolab
•	The Walter Field Endowment Fund
•	Florida Blue
•	State of Florida Department of Financial Services
•	The Jaffa Family Endowment Fund
•	JCC Association of North America
•	Jewish Federations of North America
•	The Coplan and Goldman Families JCA Camp Scholarship Endowment Fund

Thank You

Sponsors and Donors

Grants and Endowments
•	The Susan and Mitchell Levine Endowment Fund
•	M Clare Herald Endowment Fund
•	Sol and Hilda Goldman Early Childhood and Summer Camp Scholarship Endowment
•	The Neil Presser Endowment Fund
•	The Joe P. Safer Endowment Fund
•	The Schwartz Charitable Foundation
•	The Leonard Setzer Endowment Fund
•	The Irene and Dr. Roy Julius Sloat Endowment Fund
•	The Michael L Solloway, M.D. Endowment Fund
•	United Way of Northeast Florida
•	USA Swimming Foundation
•	The Arnold and Phyllis Vandroff Family Endowment Fund
•	VyStar Credit Union

•	Acra Family
•	Karen and Philip Adler *
•	Rachel and Kevin Algee*
•	AmazonSmile Foundation
•	Anonymous*
•	Bank of America
•	Hollie and Hank Arnold*
•	Melissa and Shawn Arnold
•	Ellye and Brian Aull
•	Louise and Richard Axelberg
•	Karen Backilman

•	Shylie and Jesse Bannon
•	Baptist Health
•	Suzie and Ben Becker*
•	Benevity Impact Fund*
•	Jyothi and Len Berman
•	Berman Family Foundation*
•	Beth Milograno and Patrick Berry
•	Hilary and Herschel Bettman*
•	Stefanie Bibbins
•	Block Family*
•	Jay and Gary Bortz

•	Christina and Barret Bottomley
•	Wiatt Bowers*
•	Deborah and Lathun Brigman
•	Jane Briskman
•	Harriet and Ernest Brodsky*
•	Sharon and Richard Browdy
•	Nicole and Andy Brown*
•	Reggie Browne
•	Colette and Dennis Campay
•	Anne-Marie and Coley Campbell
•	LaVerne and Andy Cantor*

•	Robyn Kay-Cantor*
•	Matt Carlucci
•	Thomas Caron
•	James Chafin and Josh Henry*
•	Adam and Regina Chaskin*
•	Barry Chefer
•	Lois and Alan  Chepenik *
•	Steven Clapp
•	Dave Cognetta
•	Joanne Cohen
•	Alexandra and Adam Cohlmia*

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023
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•	Congruent Wealth
•	Elaine and Christopher Corse
•	Sunny Gettinger and Trey Csar*
•	LeAnna and Husein Cumber
•	Dominique Darmaun
•	Rebekah and Daniel Davis
•	Katie and Brayden Deal
•	Donna and Tim Deegan*
•	Marilyn Desser* 
•	Dex Imaging
•	DuBow Family Foundation
•	Susan and Matthew Edelman
•	Edelman Family Advised Fund
•	Betty and Martin  Edwards 
•	Mary and Jeff Edwards*
•	Susan and Ronald Elinoff*
•	Elite Veterinary Surgery of Florida
•	Ennis, Pellum and Associates, CPAs
•	Wendy Feinberg
•	First Horizon Bank
•	John Fischer
•	Lauren Cohen-Fiszman and  

Julian Fiszman*
•	Kristina and Matt Flagler
•	Flagler Family
•	Jill and Mike Flanagan
•	Florida Power & Light
•	Sarah Flynn
•	Staci and Oleg Fortun
•	Carrie and Neil Frank
•	Pat Frisch
•	Frisch Family
•	Jerry Funk*
•	Gail and Paul Furman
•	Gant Family Foundation
•	Sarah Gant
•	Rita and Jerry Gare
•	Sarah Paschall and Nate Gargasz
•	Barbara Levin and  

Joshua Gettinger
•	Adam Gitlin
•	George Godfrey
•	Susan and Martin Goetz
•	Jackie and Stephen Goldman
•	Nancy and Mark Green*
•	Dena Grossman 
•	Gracie Gutmanis *
•	Helen Rowan and Paul Halloran*
•	Phoebe and Jamie Harmon
•	Debby and Thomas Harris
•	Jeremy Harris
•	Harris Guidi Rosner PA
•	Debbie and Ed Hebert
•	Faye and Dan Hedrick
•	Joanie Heighes
•	Samantha and Adam Holtzman
•	Leora and Hazzan Jesse Holzer*
•	Paula and Kenneth Horn*
•	Edith and Bruce Horovitz*
•	HUB International
•	Hueman People Solutions 
•	Susan Hughes
•	Barbara and Lewis Hunter
•	Ron Hurst*
•	iDeal Gas
•	Jonathan Insetta
•	Harry A Kenning III
•	International Management Company

•	Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation
•	Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp
•	Irene and James Jaffa* 
•	Jan and Bruce Lipsky*
•	Jordan and Shirley Ansbacher  

Family Foundation
•	Randy Kammer and Jeff Wollitz 

Charitable Fund*
•	Rosely and Robert Kanner*
•	Farah and Andrew Kaufmann
•	Francine and Jim Kempner
•	Sharon and James Kennedy
•	Mimi Kersun
•	Sharon Kesler
•	Katie Kight
•	The Kitay Family Fund
•	Megan and Eric Kolar
•	Kona Ice of Downtown Jacksonville
•	Korman and Shelton Families*
•	Pam and Michael Korn
•	Whitney and Grant Kuvin*
•	Polina Ladyzhenskaya
•	Ginny and Dennis Lafer*
•	Kendra Lane
•	Goldie Lansky
•	Cathy Larned
•	Law Office of Douglas A Oberdorfer
•	Lisa Lazarus
•	Jean Lebowitz
•	Danielle and Alex Leder
•	Paula Levin
•	Christina and Mark Levine*
•	Theresa and Philip Levy
•	Jason Lewis
•	LifeFitness
•	The Lighthouse Wealth 

Management Group at  
Morgan Stanley

•	The Harry & Sylvia Livingston 
Donor Advised Fund

•	Manifest Distilling
•	Jan and Alan Margolies
•	Penny and Jeff Marks
•	Marilyn Mass
•	MasterCraft Builder Group
•	Sara McMillan 
•	Meltzer Group
•	Susie and Walter Menaged
•	Meta
•	Jill and Paul Metlin
•	Meymand OMS PA*
•	Micamy Design Studio
•	Barry I Michelson
•	Monique and David Miller*
•	Daniel Miller- Brightway Insurance, 

Riverside
•	Melanie G Miller
•	Glenn and Michael Miller*
•	Lior Spring and Daniel Miller*
•	Mauri and Alan Mizrahi*
•	Nancy and Jack Mizrahi
•	Katherine Moore
•	Moore Stephens Lovelace
•	Rachel and Craig Morgenthal*
•	Laurie and John Muenz
•	Courtney and Mark Murray
•	Ruth and Bernard Nachman
•	Tmima and Steven Neihaus*

•	Network for Good
•	Thelma and Bob  Nied
•	NineOaks Development
•	Northeast Florida Association  

of Realtors
•	Waleska Oquendo 
•	Samantha and Morgan Orender
•	Elaine Overstreet
•	Elizabeth and Michael Overstreet
•	Stephanie and Charles Palazzolo
•	Michelle and Brian Pargman
•	Debbie and Jeff Parker
•	Mary Carr Patton
•	Paycom
•	Kerrie Peacock-Preston and  

Tyson Schmick
•	Evelyn Peck
•	Nancy and Gary Perlman*
•	Suzanne Perritt
•	Sara and Patrick Phipps
•	Evelyn and Stewart Pinsof
•	Stephanie Frketic and Tony 

Piskurich
•	Edrea and Steven Porter
•	Precor
•	Publix Super Markets
•	Purcell Flanagan Hay and Greene
•	Inbal Cohen-Rasner and  

Todd Rasner
•	Barbara Resnick
•	Sondra Resnikoff*
•	Lauren and Matt Rickoff
•	Toby M Ringel*
•	Kim and David Robbins*
•	Colleen and Eddie Rodriguez
•	Howard Roey*
•	Sarah and Robert Roggio
•	Susan Ticker and Henry Rosenblum
•	Ellen and Alan Rosner
•	Emily and Erik Rostholder
•	Nina and Neal Roth*
•	Jerrica and Brandon Russell
•	Eleanor Safer
•	Sakofs Family Foundation
•	Patricia and David Sall
•	Shari and Mark Saye
•	Schelon Seefeld
•	Barbara and James Segaloff
•	Sheryl and Ken Sekine*
•	Selevan Family Foundation
•	Selwitz Joint Trust
•	Justin Sena
•	Dawn Sena
•	Setzer Family*
•	Ellen and Barry Setzer
•	Rachel and Thomas Shapard
•	Sandy and Craig Shapiro
•	Deborah and Steven Shapiro
•	Steve Sherman
•	Selma and Sidney Sherter
•	Shorstein Family Foundation 
•	Susan Sidle
•	Ann and Leon Silke
•	The Silverman Family Donor  

Advised Fund*
•	Jackie and Bernie Simms
•	Kimberly and Richard Sisisky*
•	Dianna Smith

•	Kellie and Jason Smith
•	Jennifer and Robert Smith
•	Alyson Sommers
•	Kati and Christopher Sowada*
•	Jacqueline and Nathan Spiritas
•	Starling at San Jose
•	Linda and David Stein*
•	Lonnie and Bruce Steinberg
•	Michele and David Steinfeld*
•	Stellar Group, Inc
•	Allison and Daniel Stocker
•	Rochelle and David Stoddard
•	Jill and Sam Stromberg*
•	Gina and Richard Stromberg*
•	Jennifer Stuart
•	Catherine Stupski
•	Regina and Brian Sutterley
•	Ina Taffet
•	Millie and Edward Tannen 
•	Terk Oncology - Nadine and  

Mitchell Terk*
•	Tamarah and Joe Thames
•	The Pollak and Becker Family Fund
•	Sharon and Neale Thomas
•	Thomas Duke Architects 
•	Jennifer and David Thompson
•	John F Thompson
•	Alison and Brent Trager  

Family Fund*
•	Alison and Brent Trager
•	Trager Family Foundation*
•	Rachel and Eric Trest*
•	Penny Parker Turner and 

John Turner
•	United Way of Greater Atlanta
•	David Valinksy Associates
•	Yolanda and Steve Valliere
•	Kendall Sisisky Valliere and  

Sean Valliere
•	Tracey  and David Vandroff
•	Jonathan I Wade*
•	Joan Waitz
•	Miriam and Austin Walker
•	Wellhouse Company
•	Harrison Wendland*
•	Helen Werking
•	Sara and Bruce Werner
•	Heidi and James White
•	Stacie and Larry Wilf*
•	Patricia and Steven Wilson*
•	Arlene Windisch
•	Patricia Ludwig and  

Sam Winternitz
•	Sharon and Bruce Witten*
•	Cindy and Dan Wohl
•	Brenda and Eugene Wolchok*
•	Greg Wolcott
•	R.N. and M.S. Wolpe Charitable  

Giving Account
•	Kelly and David Wood*
•	Toni and Mark Woods
•	Yegelwel Family Foundation
•	Sheri Zavaleta
•	Zimmerman Family Foundation

  Of Blessed Memory
 *Multiple Donations to the JCA
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