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Shalom and Happy New Year, 
My favorite part of starting a new year is looking back to 
see our successes at the JCA in the last twelve months. As 
membership director of our amazing community, I am proud to 
share that we welcomed more than 700 households in 2022. We 
are also happy to report that we have even more members and 
guests coming to experience our unique events and classes. In 
fact, we saw 13,000 more visits to our JCA last year as compared 
to 2021. I attribute this growth to the enriching programming, 
classes, and events we have available for members of all ages. 
Not to mention our remarkable employees who make all those 
opportunities happen. 

Each year, this issue of the Alliance News is our favorite, because we get to do 
some kvelling about some of you - the wonderful people who make up our great 
JCA community. Whether you are here because your child is growing and learning 
in Michele Block Gan Yeladim Preschool & Kindergarten, you enjoy our variety of 
cultural arts events, or are just wanting to shoot hoops and stay in shape, our 
members and their families truly are the heart of our JCA. 
There is no better feeling than hearing about a member who has discovered and 
embraced their passion for fitness, a child who doesn’t want to leave our After 
School program because they are having too much fun, or a teen who made their 
school sports team because of the work they put in on our JCA court.  
Members join us to be inspired, grow and prosper in our environment of fun, 
harmony and friendship. As employees here, we have the ultimate pleasure of 
watching these experiences happen. It is my privilege to meet every new family 
that comes to our JCA, give them a tour of our campus, and show them all that we 
have to offer to help improve their lives. 
I hope you enjoy this issue of Alliance News, and inside look at what our valued 
members treasure about their time at our JCA. 
Wishing you a safe, healthy and prosperous 2023, 

Chris Turner 
Membership Director 

The JCA Alliance News and Program Guide  
are published by the:

Jewish Community Alliance
8505 San Jose Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32217
For additional program information 

and to register, please contact the JCA.
(904)730-2100 P | (904)730-2444 F

jcajax.org | info@jcajax.org
facebook.com/jcajax

Sam Stromberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Board Chair
Adam Chaskin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Chief Executive Officer
Chelsea Jarrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Director of Marketing
Lee Lemay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Graphic Designer
Beth Milograno. . . . .     Communications & PR Specialist 

JCA BUILDING HOURS

Sun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 am – 6 pm
Mon – Thu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 am – 9 pm
Fri. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 am – 5 pm
Sat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 – 6 pm

Chris  
Turner
730-2100  730-2100  
ext .  257ext .  257

In memory of...
BELOVED FATHER, HAROLD EARNEST 

by The Miller Families  
The Board and Staff of the JCA

BELOVED MOTHER, CORNEILA MERRILL 
by The Miller Families 

BELOVED MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER, 
OFELIA SCHWARZ

by The Flagler Family 
BELOVED HUSBAND, FATHER AND 
GRANDFATHER, LEO DAVIS 

by The Miller Families 
BELOVED SISTER AND AUNT,  
SUSAN BRODSKY KOWAISKI 

by Regina and Adam Chaskin 
Michele and David Steinfeld  
Karen and Philip Adler
The Board and Staff of the JCA

BELOVED SON, DANIEL MARTIN TABAK  
by The Miller Family

BELOVED HUSBAND, RON POPPELL
by The Miller Family

CAROLYN HAVENS  
by Philip Adler, Bill Stewart and David 
Marcus 

HELEN AVCHIN 
by The Miller Families 

For the speedy recovery of...
BARBI YOUNG

by Michele & David Steinfeld
MARLENE MEYERS

by Michele Steinfeld
In honor of...

REVA WOLCHOK’S BAT MITZVAH  
by The Miller Families
The Board and JCA Staff 

THE BIRTH OF BENJAMIN GOETZ 
by The Flagler Family 
The Board and Staff of the JCA 

KIKI PERREAULT’S BIRTHDAY
by Michele and David Steinfeld 

PAULA HORN’S BIRTHDAY
by Michele Steinfeld 

HEIDI HASSENFELD’S BIRTHDAY 
by Michele and David Steinfeld

Other...
TO SHERYL SEKINE’S CONTINUED HEALTH 

by Michele Steinfeld
TO JUDY MIZRAHI, RACHEL AND CRAIG 
MORGENTHAL, AND MAURI AND ALAN 
MIZRAHI, FOR THEIR DONATIONS TO THE 
ISRAEL LEARNING SEMINAR

by Myron Flagler 

Kid Kare (babysitting)    
(904) 730-2100 ext. 325 

 
  Operations hours: 

 
   � Sun - Mon mornings, 9 am - 12 pm  

Mon - Thu evenings, 5 - 8 pm

•  �Snacks are not allowed in open play area, but 
members of the same household can share 
the private table in the fenced infant area  
to snack per request.

•  �JCA Kid Kare is offered on a first come  
first serve basis.

•  Space limited to 12 kids per shift.

SHALOM

TRIBUTES
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FABULOUS FACILITIES,  
ENDLESS ACTIVITIES 

VISIT JCAJAX.ORG/CAMP  
to reserve your child’s spot today.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
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L’DOR V’DOR 

F rom generation to generation. Known as the 
transmission of our Jewish culture, values, rituals, 
traditions, and history from one generation to the 

next, l’dor v’dor is what our founders intended for the Jewish 
Community Alliance. Considered a sacred phrase in Judaism, 
the tradition encourages us to strengthen our bonds and 
make connections between generations by sharing stories, 
recipes, experiences, and photos. For some families in our 
community, spanning four generations of membership, l’dor 
v’dor happens every time they visit our JCA. 
“As a young child, I would swim with my Grandpa Arnold at 
the JCA; I took babysitting and CPR courses here. I got off 
the bus at the JCA after school to play and exercise with 
my friends. I would meet my grandpa on the weekends 
so he could teach me tennis, which turned out to be a 
futile attempt,” Andrea Smithers reminisced. As a lifelong 
member of the JCA, Andrea says being part of our community 
is a family tradition that started with her parents and 
grandparents, and one she feels extremely fortunate to share 
with her husband, Ben, and their children Benji and Charlotte. 
“I am often scanning my badge at the JCA three times a day. 
Ben and I joined immediately for the gym and yoga classes. 
Occasionally I would come to the sauna just to clear my 
head. After we toured Michele Block Gan Yeladim Preschool 
& Kindergarten, we decided to move Benji and Charlotte to 
preschool here,” says Andrea. “I wanted to give my kids the 
same sense of community and belonging that my parents and 
grandparents gave me as a young member.”
“We joined when the JCA was a trailer on a dirt lot because 
we saw the potential of having a Jewish community center in 
Jacksonville. We were all so excited to have our own Jewish 

center where we could bring the family and spend time with 
our friends,” explains Andrea’s mother, Sharon Seebol, who 
with her husband Jerry and his parents, Ruth and Arnold 
Seebol, were among the group of founding members to break 
ground for our JCA in 1988. “As they were growing up, our 
three children had birthday parties here. We have used the 
JCA for racquetball, tennis, kickboxing, personal training, the 
fitness center, cultural arts, family events, summer camp, 
swimming and for swim lessons for our grandchildren.” 

Some of Sharon and Jerry’s fondest memories are spending 
time with their loved ones in our community, especially when 
a stop at the JCA also means a quick check-in with some of 
their favorite people. 
“During the summer, when I am playing racquetball, both of 
my grandkids come by when they are headed out to the pool. 
I always stop the game, open the door and give hugs and 
kisses,” explains Sharon. “After racquetball, I would go to the 
pool for the rest of Benji’s swimming before leaving. I love 
being able to see them when I am participating in my own 
activities. I always call Andrea and tell her how the kids are 
doing, or something their teacher says to me and it allows her 
to know they are having a good day and are happy.” 
“When it comes to school and childcare, Michele Block Gan 
Yeladim Preschool & Kindergarten and the After School 
program are the most important things I have found. There 
are many great parts to the JCA, but the school has radically 
improved our lives. The kids have always had wonderful 
teachers, wonderful experiences, and made wonderful friends,” 
says Andrea. “Usually at pick up, both kids ask me to leave and 
come back later. It’s the best kind of insult because it means 
they’re at the right place and they don’t want to leave.” 
It may go without saying but recommending their friends and 
extended family to the JCA has become another strong 
tradition for the Seebol and Smithers families. 

I am often scanning my badge 
at the JCA three times a day. 
Ben and I joined immediately 
for the gym and yoga classes. 
Occasionally I would come 
to the sauna just to clear my 
head. After we toured Michele 
Block Gan Yeladim Preschool 
& Kindergarten, we decided to 
move Benji and Charlotte to 
preschool here,” says Andrea. 
“I wanted to give my kids the 
same sense of community and 
belonging that my parents and 
grandparents gave me as a 
young member.



INFO@JCAJAX.ORG 5ALLIANCE NEWS

“I am constantly telling my friends 
to come to the JCA. I get to see my 
children do new and interesting things 
like having visits with animals from the 
zoo, swimming, cooking – I even heard 
there was a mermaid at the pool,” 
Andrea laughs. “I am beyond grateful 
for the experience the JCA has given to 
our children, and the foundation it has 
laid for solid and healthy friendships.”
“It doesn’t take long for people to feel 
like they belong here. The employees 
know who you are and call you by 
name,” explains Sharon. “My entire 
family loves everything about the JCA, 
the fitness center, the activities, and 
all of the fun family events. I’ll often 
tell my husband that we’re only staying 
for an hour or so, but we are usually at 
the JCA until the event ends because 
everyone is having such a good time.”  

There are many great parts to the JCA, but the 
school has radically improved our lives. The kids 
have always had wonderful teachers, wonderful 
experiences, and made wonderful friends,” says 
Andrea. “Usually at pick up, both kids ask me to 
leave and come back later. It’s the best kind of 
insult because it means they’re at the right  
place and they don’t want to leave.” 

Our After School program for 
grades K - 5 is designed to nurture, 
encourage and stimulate your child’s 
interest through a variety of activities 
in our positive, safe environment. 
Please email Amanda Collins Hall  
at Amanda.collins@jcajax.org or call 
(904) 730-2100 ext. 228 to register 
your children today. 
Preschool & Kindergarten registration 
for the 2023 - 24 school year will 
begin in February 2023. If you 
have questions, would like more 
details, or want to schedule a tour 
of our Michele Block Gan Yeladim 
Preschool & Kindergarten, please 
email ganyeladim@jcajax.org.
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A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

A s is our vision at the JCA, to provide the place in 
the tradition of our heritage where all people 
come together throughout their lives, to enhance 

body, mind, and spirit, in an environment of fun, harmony 
and friendship - There is truly no greater joy than hearing 
from members, of every generation, who quite literally 
experience all we offer our community. 
“We visited a variety of places when we moved here and 
agreed that what was offered at the JCA was in line with our 
preferences and interests,” says Vincent Bell who joined our 
JCA with his wife, Pat and their daughter, Maya, after moving 
to Jacksonville five years ago.

The Bell family’s first order of business when they arrived 
in the River City was to find a place where they could stay 
healthy and active; and a safe community where Maya could 
continue to flourish as a young athlete. What they didn’t 
realize, says Vincent, is just how many enriching activities 
they each would find here. 
“The JCA is heavily focused on family and community 
involvement, so that was an important factor in our decision 
to come here,” explains Vincent. “We are always so impressed 
with the focus on wellness and a healthy lifestyle. I enjoy 

every opportunity to be physically active in the gym; I love to 
swim when I come here and use the sauna and steam room.”
“I look forward to the variety of outings planned every 
season with the J Institute; they are phenomenal. We have 
particularly enjoyed the symphony, all the town tours 
and various lunch outings. The in-house events and the 
speakers who come each year are always phenomenal. 
Even when there isn’t a big event happening, we find that 
there is always something for us to do,” explains Pat who 
frequently attends our J Institute, family and arts programs. 
This year, Pat says she decided to try something new, and 
ventured to our pools to learn how to swim. “The adult Learn 
to Swim class was great; they made me feel very comfortable 
in the water. Learning how to swim was always something I’d 
wanted to do – and now I can.”   
More than their own enriching experiences, Pat and Vincent 
say watching Maya grow and excel makes their time here 
even more fulfilling.  

“Maya is now playing on a travel volleyball 
team, and she played on her middle 
school volleyball team that won the 
district championship two years in a row,” 
says Vincent. “We attribute this in part 
to the foundation and encouragement 
provided by Coach Rio when she took 
lessons with him. It means a lot to us that 
Rio continues to ask how she is doing.” 
“Maya also loves summer camp at the 
JCA. When we first moved here, we tried 
other camps, but they were not the best 
fit. Most of the time the kids were in the 
hot sun and there was not a variety of 
activities like what she experiences at the 
JCA,” explains Pat. “When she’s at camp 
here, we are never worried; she has a lot 
of exciting activities every day, and has 
met some great friends.”

While leaving their worries at the door could be the Bell 
family’s favorite thing about our community, they say it’s 
hard to point to just one activity or program as their top pick. 
According to Pat, Vincent and Maya, it all boils down to feeling 
welcomed and safe, that is what makes our JCA so great. 
“One of the best things we’ve found here, other than all of 
the things we do, is how welcomed we feel at the JCA,” says 
Vincent. “We have never felt out of place here; this is such a 
wonderful place with genuine people who love what they do – 
and we’ve made good friends along the way.”

One of the best things we’ve found 
here, other than all of the things we 
do, is how welcomed we feel at the 
JCA,” says Vincent. “We have never 
felt out of place here; this is such a 
wonderful place with genuine people 
who love what they do – and we’ve 
made good friends along the way.

Please visit jcajax.org for more information about the 
enriching programs we have available this season. Our 
variety of unique programs includes J Institute classes, 
cultural arts and music, sports and recreation, and 
aquatics programs for all ages.



INFO@JCAJAX.ORG 7ALLIANCE NEWS

HEY COACH, THANK YOU! 
I ’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a 

catcher’s mitt on both hands; you need to be able to throw 
something back. – Maya Angelou 

In just a short conversation with Howard Roey, it is easily 
realized why the retired baseball coach and longtime 
member of our JCA, quotes Maya Angelou to explain his 
outlook on the power of giving back.  
“It’s not just about giving monetarily - but giving back 
through experiences and sharing that adventure with the 
people you love,” says Howard, who beams with delight 
when he talks about his three children, five grandchildren 
and the incredible adventures they’ve shared together. Since 
the passing of his wife Suzi in 2000, Howard has made it 
his mission to carry on the love of his soulmate by sharing 
unforgettable experiences and cherishing every moment he 
has with his family and friends. 

“When I turned 70, I went skydiving with my son Rich, it was a 
lot of fun – and certainly a memory neither of us will forget. 
I figured if President Bush could do it at 90, I could do it too.” 
recalls Howard. “I always talk about expanding our horizons 
with my family, it is important to go places you have never 
been to, and to have these first-hand experiences.”
Born and raised in Daytona Beach, Howard graduated from 
Jacksonville University and began his long and successful 
career with the Florida Junior College in 1965. Known today 

as Florida State College of Jacksonville (FSCJ), Howard started 
the baseball program at the school in 1969 and shortly after 
reached national acclaim in the Junior College baseball 
world. Howard and his teams won the Mid-Florida Conference 
championships 11 times, played in the Florida Community 
College Activities Association tournament 18 times, won 
three state regional championships and went to two Junior 
College World Series. Howard experienced 1,114 career wins, 
was named Florida’s Coach of the Year three times and was 
inducted into the National Junior College Athletic Association 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1995. In 2003, the baseball field at 
FSCJ was dedicated as the “Howard Roey Field,” and in 2008 
Howard was featured in the Florida Jews in Sports exhibit at 
the Jewish Museum of Florida. 
Now at 83 years young, Howard shows no signs of slowing 
down, attributing his health, motivation and continued 
adventures to his weekly fitness routine at the JCA. “An old 
major league baseball pitcher, Satchel Paige, once said, 
Don’t look back, someone might be gaining on you,” explains 
Howard. “So, I try to do something I enjoy every day – live 
healthy in how I eat, sleep and exercise. I find a great balance 
of comradery, friendship and graciousness at the JCA that far 
exceed my expectations.”
Since joining the JCA in 2004, Howard also became an annual 
supporter of our Send A Kid campaign, which provides young 
people throughout our community financial assistance to 
experience summer camp, sports, aquatics, theatre, art - and 
many, many more of our enriching youth programs. Whether 
to his family, his many friends, or our JCA community - 
Howard believes there is no better feeling than giving and 
sharing experiences with people.

“More than money and fame, close relationships are what 
keep us happy throughout our lives,” says Howard. “When 
our loved ones feel our love, they become more attached 
to us, and it makes them more receptive to our values and 
teachings. The same goes for the young people in our JCA 
community. As the great Maya Angelou also said, People will 
forget what you say and what you do, but they don’t ever 
forget how you make them feel.”

To learn more about how our Send a Kid campaign makes a 
difference in the lives of children throughout Northeast Florida 
and how you can help, please visit jcajax.org/sendakid or 
email Kendall Sisisky Valliere at kendall.valliere@jcajax.org.

More than money and fame, close 
relationships are what keep us happy 
throughout our lives,” says Howard.  
“When our loved ones feel our love, 
they become more attached to us,  
and it makes them more receptive to 
our values and teachings. The same 
goes for the young people in our  
JCA community. 
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“The JCA is a safe and secure environment for our children. The 
activities here have helped my kids excel in the sports they play. 
They were able to learn skills at a young age and practice them 
during off seasons at the JCA to keep enhancing their skills,” 
explains Patti. “Kora gained so much confidence performing 
in her school play after she performed in Shrek at the JCA. 
Kora loves her friends here and the different variety of sports 
to choose from. Liam loves sports, especially basketball, and 
playing with the kids he meets at the JCA who don’t go to his 
school. Caroline loves soccer and that mommy is her coach.”

Other than cheering on her kids and being Caroline’s 
favorite soccer coach, Patti says she and Kris still find 
time to visit the JCA to meet their own wellness goals. 
A former collegiate athlete, Patti regularly attends our 
group fitness classes while Kris plays on our men’s 
basketball league.  
As the fun and memories continue for the Taylor Family, 
Patti says they look forward to many more years of 
watching their children thrive on our JCA campus, “Meeting 
Kris was obviously a favorite memory from the JCA, but 
now it is watching our kids shine on the stage or the field.”

A JCA SUMMER CAMP 
ROMANCE

M embers of our JCA for nearly 20 years, Patti and 
Kris Taylor say their love story, marriage, and 
beautiful family of five, all happened because of 

JCA Summer Camp and their favorite coach, Rio Robinson.
“I sort of was struck by a cupid’s arrow meeting Kris, he hit me 
in the head with a ball while he was playing medic dodgeball 
with the kids during camp. Kris and Rio have been friends since 
second grade, and Kris moved to Jacksonville from Tallahassee 
to work as a counselor here and be Rio’s roommate,” 
remembers Patti, who was here exercising in 2005 when Coach 
Rio asked her to join our JCA family as a camp counselor.
“We all had a blast that summer, I met Kris, and we keep 
in contact with the people we worked with back then,” 
says Patti. “I loved how each day was different at camp 
and in each session we had some of the same kids, and 
some different - but they all built friendships and were 
sad to say goodbye at the end of the summer. Since we 
were counselors, five of my nieces and nephews have been 
camp counselors and loved it as much as we did. Some will 
actually be camp counselors again this summer.” 
After a surprise engagement in front of the Eiffel Tower, the 
couple was married in 2010 with Coach Rio among the members 
of their wedding party. Soon after, Patti and Kris began their 
own family and say there is nothing more fulfilling than sharing 
the JCA experience and being in our wonderful community 
where their children, Kora, Liam and Caroline, can flourish. 

The JCA is a safe and secure 
environment for our children. The 
activities here have helped my kids 
excel in the sports they play. They 
were able to learn skills at a young 
age and practice them during off 
seasons at the JCA to keep enhancing 
their skills,” explains Patti.

JCA Summer Camp is right around the corner! We provide 
a wide range of engaging activities to enrich your 
children’s summer experience. From arts and music to 
unique Israeli programs, carnivals, concerts, science, 
and sports visit jcajax.org/camp to learn more. Our JCA 
Summer Camp offers more than just a place to spend 
summer days, it is a place where your children can learn, 
grow and make lifelong memories. 
We’re hiring summer camp counselors and gearing up for 
a great summer this year! The unique experiences and 
responsibilities involved with working at summer camp 
make young people more adaptable, not to mention that 
the job is extremely rewarding! Campers look up to their 
JCA counselors, trust them and seek their guidance.  
If you or someone you know wants to join our JCA Summer 
Camp Team or if you would like more details please email 
our Assistant Executive Director, Nancy Green, at  
nancy.green@jcajax.org. 
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MEMORIES FOR A LIFETIME 
A lifelong JCA member, Andrea Ridge says some of 

her first memories involve being on our JCA campus 
with the people she loves most - her parents, 

Lois and Dale Gosa, her siblings, David, Rebecca and twin 
sister, Elizabeth. In fact, as charter members of our JCA, 
Andrea’s parents were among the group of Jewish leaders 
in Jacksonville who brought our founders’ vision to fruition 
more than 34 years ago. 

“We really came here all the time 
as children. The JCA was less than 
one mile away from our house 
and we would play in the pool 
and racquetball, there used to 
be a recreation center right in 
the lounging area before you go 
into the fitness center,” recalls 
Andrea. “My parents played in the 
Jacksonville Symphony, and some 

of my first memories are coming here as a young girl for 
violin recitals while my mom accompanied us on the piano. 
One year, they filmed a movie here called, Summertime 
Switch. I think we were 12 or 13, and we got to be extras  
in the movie. It was all very cool!”
After graduating high school from Douglas Anderson School 
of the Arts, Andrea says she left the JCA for some time while 
she established her life as a young adult. When she returned 
to our community in 2019, Andrea says she never looked back. 
With a love and a passion for all things Pilates and fitness 
related, Andrea works closely with our trainers and tries to 
never miss her favorite group fitness classes. 

“I love that the JCA provides almost 30 workout classes a 
week and there is such a variety – and every trainer here has 
their own gift to share with the members. Because of the 
JCA I can take multiple group fitness classes from Pilates to 
Zumba, as well as private sessions to maintain my physique 
and mental status,” explains Andrea who credits her husband 

Richard and her time at the JCA for encouraging her to pursue 
a career in line with what she loves most – exercise and 
helping others achieve their wellness goals.  
“In October 2021, I became certified as a personal trainer 
through The National Academy of Sports Medicine; before that I 
was the general manager of a restaurant downtown. When I hit 
40, I started questioning what I was doing in my career.  Now, 
I spend my spare time at the JCA and run my own business as 
a trainer; teaching Pilates, total body and core condition,” says 
Andrea. “As Gisela likes to say, you are stronger than you think 
you are. I think I am here to help others realize that as well. I 
love to push my friends in group fitness classes, and truly enjoy 
the comradery we have while we exercise together. I cannot stop 
referring friends to the JCA. It’s natural to me – I love it here and 
I love to share this place and all it offers with everyone I know.”  

Our mission in the JCA Fitness and Wellness department 
is to promote health and wellness in our JCA family and 
throughout the entire Jacksonville community. At the JCA, 
members can access our professional, certified training 
staff who provide advice, motivation and guidance. Our 
certified personal trainers help members reach their 
fitness objectives. Personal trainers at the JCA ensure 
member safety by explaining proper technique and form 
before using the JCA’s fitness equipment.  
For more information about personal training at the JCA 
please contact Eiffel Gilyana at eiffel.gilyana@jcajax.org. 
Group fitness, wellness programming and special events 
related to Fitness and Wellness happen throughout the 
year. Class schedules and information are available at 
jcajax.org/fitness or within the JCA’s Program Guide. 

As Gisela likes to say, you are stronger 
than you think you are. I think I am 
here to help others realize that as well. 
I love to push my friends in group fitness 
classes, and truly enjoy the comradery 
we have while we exercise together. 
I cannot stop referring friends to the 
JCA. It’s natural to me – I love it here and 
I love to share this place and all it offers 
with everyone I know.” 
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“Since becoming members here, we have found that JCA truly 
has something for everyone. We are involved in the Cultural 
Arts Festival every year and many of the family-oriented 
holiday programs,” explains Leora Holzer. “I truly enjoy the 
informative lectures and engaging programs for adults and 
the children have a fun and safe place to hang out after 
school. The JCA really is a one-stop shop for family fun.” 
So far, the Holzer girls say their favorite memory at the JCA 
is performing on the Bessie Setzer Frisch Auditorium stage 
in our engaging children’s theatre programs with Shelly 
Higgins Hughes. But that’s not the only place they have an 
audience; Rena and Dafna play soccer and basketball, and 
are learning to play piano. 
“Everyone should go to the JCA because it’s a lot of fun and 
you can do things that you don’t get to do at home. And you 
make new friends,” says Rena.
“One of my favorite memories is when I played young Elsa 
in Frozen,” adds Rena. “I like that there are a lot of activities 
to choose from. Most of all, I love the theatre department 
with Ms. Shelly.” 

“First goals, first baskets, or first lines in a play – you can’t 
beat that high kvelling moment when you see your children 
succeeding,” Leora reminisces. “It has been so fun to experience 
these growth moments with our children and our friends here.”
Watching their daughters grow with confidence, whether it is 
on a court, the field or on stage, the Holzers say the incredible 
experiences and the memories made here will last a lifetime. 
“From working out at the gym, to learning life skills on the 
field, in the pool, on the stage,” says Haz. “The JCA is a 
place, like home where you connect with your community 
and yourself – and it’s where you can find meaningful 
learning opportunities for people of all ages.”

FITNESS, FUN AND 
FRIENDSHIP FOR ALL AGES

A s Cantor at the Jacksonville Jewish Center, Hazzan 
Jesse Holzer uses his voice and musical talents to 
lead the congregation in song and prayer. Chances 

are that your family has heard Hazzan Holzer sing and play 
his guitar or piano throughout Northeast Florida and at our 
Jewish Community Alliance. 
Affectionately referred to as Haz in our Jewish community, 
when he’s not here to entertain us during Shabbat in the 
JCA Lobby or at our Jewish holiday events, Haz, his wife 
Leora and their children are here for everything else – 
which they say encompasses fun, friendships and fitness.  

“At least one person in our family is at the JCA on a daily 
basis,” says Haz. “We frequent the gym, our youngest, 
Eitan loves going to Kid Kare while we work out. Our girls, 
Rena and Dafna, are involved in several activities; they 
love J-CAtion Days, holidays in the pool, and their cooking 
classes in Youth Services.”
Hazzan Holzer and his family first joined our JCA when they 
relocated to Jacksonville in 2008. Originally from Massachusetts, 
when Haz interviewed for his position at the JJC, one of 
his stops was to the JCA for a visit with a fellow former 
Worcesterite, Myron Flagler. 

From working out at the gym, to 
learning life skills on the field, in the 
pool, on the stage,” says Haz. “The 
JCA is a place, like home where you 
connect with your community and 
yourself – and it’s where you can find 
meaningful learning opportunities 
for people of all ages.

Is your young star ready to be on stage with us? Email 
Shelly Higgins Hughes, shelly.hughes@jcajax.org for 
details about the variety of programs available for your 
children in our Theatre department. 
Did you know we offer piano lessons at the JCA? To learn 
more about the incredible enrichment opportunities 
available through our Youth Services department, please 
email Amanda Collins Hall at amanda.collins@jcajax.org. 
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It is the year ’23 - 1923 that is. When women 
and men shunned Victorian fashions in favor of 
loose-fitting clothing and knee-length dresses. 
They broke decades of social traditions while 
dancing the night away. This year, we’re paying 
homage to the men and women of the roaring 20s 
at The Great Jaxby on Saturday, February 25 at 
7:30 pm. 

Come dance the Charleston to classic  
1920s hits by the American Sirens,  
and enjoy handcrafted cocktails 
of the era by Manifest Distilling.  
With a back-alley speakeasy, this  
is the Jazz-Age party of the year 
and it is being brought to life 
by Chef’s Garden Catering  
and Events.

CHAIRS  
Sunny Gettinger and Trey Csar

Support individuals and families in need of financial assistance and  
scholarship services by sponsoring or buying tickets to this incredible event! 
VISIT JCAJAX.ORG/JAXBY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 



MISSION STATEMENT The Jewish Community Alliance (JCA) 
strengthens Jewish life, serves as a common meeting ground 
and enhances the quality of life of the entire community. 

VISION STATEMENT Our vision is to provide the place in the tradition of our 
heritage where all people come together throughout their lives to enhance 
body, mind and spirit in an environment of fun, harmony and friendship.

David A. Stein 
Jewish Community Alliance 
on the Ed Parker Jewish  
Community Campus
8505 San Jose Boulevard 
Jacksonville, Florida 32217 
(904) 730-2100
jcajax.org

Affiliated with the Jewish Federation and 
Foundation of Northeast Florida, the United Way 
of Northeast Florida and the Jewish Community 
Centers of North America.
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1ST REFERRAL
1st month free dues + $50 JCA gift certificate

2ND REFERRAL
2nd month free dues + $75 JCA gift certificate

3RD REFERRAL
3rd month free dues + $100 JCA gift certificate

4TH REFERRAL
4th month free dues + $150 JCA gift certificate

5TH REFERRAL
5th month free dues + $200 JCA gift certificate

EARN FREE DUES AND A CASH BONUS*

Learn more | 730-2100 | Ext. 234 | Ext. 257
*5 months free dues (up to $535)  

+ $2250 cash bonus


